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The Lottery Analysis

The Lottery is a short story which was written by Shirley Jackson some few months before the first publication was done in 1948 June 26. The small town described in the story is fictional which comprises of various dynamics of both large and small communities that are located in contemporary America. In the history of United States literature “The Lottery” has become famous for all the short stories. Most people who admire short stories find it interesting to read and read “The Lottery” as many time as possible. Therefore, the main aim of the paper is to analyze the short story “the lottery.”

The villagers of the small town come together on June 27 and the day was described as a beautiful one, for the town lottery.  There are many towns where the lottery is held, and it takes longer, but in this village, there are only 300 people, and this makes them take only two hours. Stones are collected by village children who have just completed school. They insert the collected stones in their pockets and create a pile in the square. There was a way of gathering stones in which men gather after the children then followed by women.  As a norm, families were expected to stand together, so parents called their children over.

Mr. Summers was in charge of running the lottery since he has ample time to do things in the village and he is joined by Mr. Graves.  They have a box with them which they used to mix slips of paper.  The papers were made the night before and closed in a box, and this was done in Mr. Summer’s coal company.  List of families and their household was made before the lottery can begin.  At the town, it is a must that everyone must attend, and people were asked those who were absent.  Before the lottery begins, the people are reminded of the rules. For instance, after taking the paper, no one is allowed to look at the paper before everyone has obtained theirs. 

Some of the old men claimed that there are some villages where lottery has been stopped yet their village continues to conduct it.  After everyone has picked the paper, they are allowed to open them. Suddenly, there are words all over the crowd that Bill Hutchison has “got it.” Some tried to urge that she did not have enough time to pick the paper, so it was not fair. One Tessie continued to protest that the lottery was not fair, even after Hutchison has been asked questions.  There was tension in the town as Tessie continues to protest that the lottery was not fair. 

This seems to have angered Mr. Graves who reacted very fast by dumping the paper which was inside the box onto the ground.  After doing that, he placed five papers in the box for Hutchinson. It was now the turn of Mr. Summer to call the names of each family member. As the rules of lottery demands, once their names have been called they come and draw a paper. After opening the slips, the members realized that the papers had black dots on them.  It was later realized that it was Tessie who had drawn the dots.  The instructions come from Mr. Summer informing the members to hurry up. It was at this moment that the villagers took stones and run towards Tessie who was standing in the middle of the crowd. Still, Tessie continued to maintain her stand by claiming that the lottery was not fair and she hit by a stone in the head.  Everyone began throwing the stone at Tessie, and this is the irony which is brought out by the author. When the readers began the story, everyone expectation was about someone winning something good or being awarded a prize. But it was unfortunate that the events in this small town turn to be something different from what was being expected.  It is hard to tell how the lottery of the village turned to be chaotic and even one Tessie being stoned by the villagers. Additionally, it was very sad that there was no one who would come to rescue her during the turn of the events. 

In essence, the author presents the readers to a village where people try to preserve the tradition, but it seems they have forgotten some essential components. For instance, the box which was being used during this lottery was not the original one.  It is evident that the detail which they recall concerning the box is very few. Rumors were just being made about the songs and salutes, but there was no single person who could tell how the tradition started and the details.  It is very upsetting that the only thing which has remained consistent during the lottery was the violence.  The only thing that the villagers would remember how it was being used was the stone other concepts which were related to lottery had been forgotten a long time.
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Name: Short Story Analysis Essay Rubric

Grid View List View

Introduction/Thesis Statement

A (5 pts.)

16.67 (16.67%)

Well developed
introduction, providing an
engaging hook.The thesis
clearly states a purpose:
analyzing a theme,
character(s), or literary
techniques. Sentence
transitions are smooth.

B (4 pts.)

13.33 (13.33%)

The introduction provides
a hook, and The thesis
clearly states a purpose:
analyzing a theme,
character(s), or literary
techniques. Sentence
transitions are smooth.

C (3 pts.)

& 10 (10%)

The introduction
provides a hook.
The thesis statement
contains a direction
(theme,
characterization, or
writing styles), but
does not imply a
position. May lack
fluid sentence
transitions.

Feedback:

Edit for awkward
sentences and improve
transitions.

D (2 pts.)

6.67 (6.67%)

Thesis is unclear or
misleading. Hook is either
missing or unclear.

F1(pt)

3.33 (3.33%)

The introduction does not
contain a thesis
statement or a hook.
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Overall Organization

16.67 (16.67%)

All of the evidence and
examples are specific,
relevant and explanations
are given that show how
each example supports
the author's position.
Paragraphs are well-
developed and are
divided logically.

16.67 (16.67%)

Logical progression of
details with a clear and
effective order that
enhances the argument
as presented in the thesis
statement. The essay
provides appropriate and
effective transitions.

13.33 (13.33%)

Most of the evidence and
examples are specific,
relevant and explanations
are given that show how
each example supports
the author's position.
Paragraphs are well-
developed and are
divided logically.

< 13.33 (13.33%)

Logical progression
of details with a
clear and effective
order. Transitions
are present, but they
do not enhance the
overall effectiveness
of the paragraph.

& 10 (10%)

Some of the
evidence and
examples are
specific and
relevant, while
others may be
redundant or
irrelevant.
Paragraphs may
need to be
developed further
and some may need
to be divided
logically.

Feedback:
Avoid retelling the plot;
improve transitions.

10 (10%)

Organization is clear.
Some transitions are
present, while others are
either inappropriate or
missing.

6.67 (6.67%)

While a few examples
may be used, paragraphs
are generally lacking
relevant evidence, while
others may be redundant
or irrelevant. Paragraphs
are undeveloped and
may not be divided
logically.

6.67 (6.67%)

The flow of the essay
from detail to detail is
difficult to understand or
implies that important
information has been left
out.

3.33 (3.33%)

Ideas presented in the
paragraphs have little or
nothing to do with the
thesis, and/or are poorly
developed.

3.33 (3.33%)

No discernible
organization. Transitions
are not present.
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2-3 errors but paper is
recognizable as MLA;
Paper is a mimimum of
800 words long

MLA format ¢ 16.67 (16.67%)

Perfect MLA
formatting; Paper is
a minimum of 800
words paper long

Raw Total: 73.33 (of 100.0)
Feedback to Learner

10 (10%)

4+ errors and paper is
hard to recognize as
MLA. Paper is less than
800 words long

6.67 (6.67%)

5+ errors and paper does
not show evidence of
MLA formatting, though it
is typed clearly. Paper is
less than 800 words long

3.33 (3.33%)

MLA formatting not
evident at all.
Presentation makes it
difficult to read. Paper is
less than 800 words long

You have a good thesis and sound supporting details. You also made a number of insightful observations about the story. However, you need to avoid the noted errors for this to be a sound

analysis.
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Mechanics

16.67 (16.67%)

Writing is smooth, skillful,
and coherent. Sentences
are strong and expressive
with varied structure.
Consistent and
appropriate tone, word
choices, and transitions
used throughout the
essay.

16.67 (16.67%)

No consistent errors in
punctuation, spelling,
grammar, or
capitalization.

13.33 (13.33%)

Writing is clear and
sentences have varied
structure. There is
consistent tone and word
choice is appropriate with
fairly good use of
transitions.

& 13.33 (13.33%)

A few minor
consistent errors in
punctuation,
spelling, grammar,
or capitalization, but
they do not detract
from the overall
meaning and
effectiveness of the
paragraph.

& 10 (10%)

Writing is clear, but
sentences may lack
variety. The tone is
inconsistent and
word choice, while
adequate, could be
better. Transitions
may be missing a
few areas.

10 (10%)

A few regular errors in
punctuation, grammar,
spelling, and
capitalization that. while
distracting, the meaning
and intent of the
paragraph can still be
discerned.

6.67 (6.67%)

Writing is often unclear,
and sentences lack
variety. The tone is
inconsistent and word
choice is often weak.
Transitions are missing
throughout essay.

6.67 (6.67%)

The overall presentation
of the essay displays a
lack of proofreading and
attention to detail. While
the essay MIGHT be
readable, it is
uncomfortable and
unprofessional.

3.33 (3.33%)

Writing is confusing and
hard to follow. Contains
fragments and/or run-on
sentences. The tone and
purpose is inconsistent
and difficult to determine.
The word choice is
inadequate.

3.33 (3.33%)

Distracting and major
errors in grammar,
punctuation, spelling, and
capitalization.




Guidelines for Short Story Analysis Essay
For your short story analysis essay, choose one of the six short stories we have read so far, and compose an essay using one of these three formats: analyzing a theme, evaluating a character, or discussing the writing style in your chosen story.
After reading the overview below, organize your essay by selecting at least three examples from the story to support your thesis. I have included a few sample essays under the Literary Terms and Guides for Writing to help you. Pay special attention to how the students used MLA formatting as well as how they identified their thesis in the introductory paragraph, followed by at least three supporting details in the body that included specific examples from the story. Finally, their conclusion restated their thesis in a creative way.
Your analysis should be a minimum of 800 words.
{The following is from the Texas A&M’s English Department website (http://writingcenter.tamu.edu/2005/types-communication/academic-writing/analyzing-novels-short-stories/)}
Themes

Themes are big ideas that authors comment on throughout a work using tools such as context, setting, and characters. Common themes are good vs. evil, human nature, religion, social structure, authority, coming-of-age, human rights, feminism, racism, war, education, sex, friendship, love, compassion, and death. Most books deal with multiple themes, some more obvious than others. Identifying an author’s themes gives you a starting place for your thesis. It gives you a general topic. However, a theme is general. You have to dig a little deeper to identify the author’s statement or attitude about that topic.

Ex. Theme  T.H. White’s The Once and Future King deals with the theme of authority, among others.
Ex. Specific Theme  Other Arthurian writers associate King Arthur’s greatness with military glory and valorous deeds. White is different in that he presents Arthur as a political innovator and implies that king is not great because of an aptitude for war, but because of his ability to balance government strength and social justice.

Tying It Together

Once your analysis is complete, develop a thesis that makes an arguable claim about the text. It should connect one of the themes you’ve identified with specific proof from the text (i.e. setting, context, plot, characters, symbolism, allusions, etc.). Sometimes, you will also use the support of other analysts or literary experts.

Ex. Thesis  In The Once and Future King, White shows that the ideal leader is not one of military strength, but one who balances government power and social independence. He achieves this through his satire of the knighthood, his depiction of Merlin’s philosophical experiments, and his portrayal of Arthur.

Remember that a thesis for a literary analysis should NOT merely:

· Summarize the plot (“The Once and Future King tells the story of the legendary King Arthur.”)

· Announce a general theme (“The Once and Future King gives important ideas about leadership.”)

· Offer a review of the book (“The Once and Future King is a literary classic that everyone should read.”)

Characterization
Characters are the driving force behind stories, both major characters and minor ones, and authors use them to broadcast their most important messages. You won’t be able to analyze every character, but pick out several important ones to consider.

First, describe the character for yourself; next, consider why the character was portrayed in that way. The following are some guiding questions:

· What are the character’s main personality traits? Why did the author give him these traits?

Ex. In the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling, the character Dumbledore is wise, calm, courteous, protecting, encouraging, powerful, and ambitious. As the story progresses, his faults and imperfections appear. Rowling creates Dumbledore as a force to protect and guide Harry.

· What is the character’s role in the story? Is she the hero? The bad guy? A secondary character? Why did the author give her this role?

Ex. Dumbledore is the classic “teacher wizard” figure, in that he is all wise and has magical powers that others do not. People have an instinctive trust in this type of character; he voices many of Rowling’s most important themes.

· What are the character’s morals or ethics? Why does the author give him those?

Ex. Dumbledore’s morality is based on compassion, understanding, and respect for all. If the respected, powerful teacher says something, Rowling’s readers, and Harry, will be more likely to believe it.

· Why does the character do what she does? Why did the author make her act that way?

Ex. Readers find out that Dumbledore was not born wise and all knowing, but was ambitious and egotistical when he was young. His wisdom was gained through pain and tragedy. This illustrates Rowling’s theme that a normal, flawed person, with courage and love, can save the world.

· What is the character’s relationship to other characters and why? Why did the author create the relationships?

Ex. To Cornelius Fudge, Dumbledore is a threat because of his power and influence. In being frightened and resentful of Dumbledore, Fudge shows himself to be a weak man who blames others for his mistakes—Rowling’s comment on government.

Writing Style (Use of Literary Devices)

Various literary devices help convey meaning or create a mood. Look for these in a story to identify key points and their contribution to the author’s overall meaning. The following are a few common literary devices.

Allusion. An indirect reference to another artistic work or person, event, or place (real or fictitious). The author makes the allusion with the intention that the well-known object will create an association with the new object in the reader’s mind. For example, the title of William Faulkner’s novel The Sound and the Fury is an allusion to a line in Shakespeare’s Macbeth—a futile speech made by an embittered man who has ruined his life. Alluding to that speech in the title helps Faulkner set the tone for his story of a family in ruins.

Foil. A character used to contrast a second, usually more prominent character in order to highlight certain qualities of the more prominent character. In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Fortinbras is a foil for Hamlet in that he is unhesitating in action and war-like in nature; in contrast, Hamlet is thoughtful, analytical, and careful.

Foreshadowing. The use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in a literary work. For example, in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Juliet tells her nurse to find Romeo’s name: “Go ask his name. If he be married, my grave is like to be my wedding-bed.” This foreshadows the danger of Romeo’s name being Montague and of Juliet’s death because of their marriage.

Irony. An implied discrepancy between what is said and what is meant. There are three kinds of irony: verbal irony is when an author says one thing and means something else; dramatic irony is when an audience perceives something that the characters don’t know; and situational irony is a discrepancy between the expected result and the actual result. For example, in Macbeth, the three witches recount the prophecies that must be fulfilled for Macbeth to fall. He therefore believes he is invincible—ironic because these prophecies cause his downfall.

Symbolism. The use of an object or action to mean something more than its literal meaning. For example, in Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury, one of the principle characters, Caddy, falls and stains her white dress when she’s a child. The stained dress symbolizes (and foreshadows) her later loss of purity. A character can also be equated with an object throughout a work, another form of symbolism. In Eudora Welty’s Delta Wedding, an aunt is repeatedly seen carrying an empty bag, which symbolizes her childlessne

